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THE SEVEN CHURCHES OF ASIA MINOR
RECORDED IN REVELATION 2 & 3

THE CHURCH AT EPHESUS
The seven churches were all in cities that were a part of the Roman Empire. The Roman Empire
encompassed all the major commerce and population cities from the Mediterranean Sea inland
for about 400 miles. The seven church were located in the land mass that bordered the Aegean
Sea. (see maps)
There does not appear to be a priority in the order of the letters to the church. That is to say,
Ephesus was not the first letter because the situation in Ephesus was the most troubled church.
Such a priority is neither stated nor implied.
WORD DEFINITION: The word “angel” that appears in 1:20 and at the beginning of the
writing instructions to all the churches simply means “the messenger.” The word angel is an
anglicized translation of the Greek “Αγγέλου” pronounced “angelus.” The term does not refer
to a heavenly being such as the one who appeared to Mary to announce her pending pregnancy
and the birth of the Messiah. The letters were written to the leaders, or spokespeople of the
churches. These may have been the elders, the evangelist, or individuals given the responsibility
to speak the word to the churches. There is nothing mysterious in the word angel.
Revelation 2:1 “These are the words of him who holds the seven start (those are the seven
leaders – messengers of the churches) and who walks among the seven golden lampstands” (they
are the actual churches – remember, the Christian are the “light of the world.”) What better term
to describe a church than a lamp stand. The thing that holds the lights.
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THE LETTER CAN BE EASILY BE DIVIDED INTO THREE MESSEGES:
1. There is a word of congratulation: “I know your works, and your labor, and your
patience, and how you cannot bear them who are evil and try them who say that they are
apostles and are not. You have found them to be liars. You, also, have patience for my
names sake and have labored and not fainted.”
2. Second, there is a word of complaint: “You have left your first love.”
3. Finally, a word of Counsel: “Remember from where you have fallen and repent and do
your first works; else I will come to you quickly and will remove your candlestick out of
its place if you do not repent.”

This is the message to the church. But what do we know about the church and
about Ephesus as a cultural, population, and commercial center?
There are (or were) seven man-made wonders of the ancient world:
1. Pharos lighthouse at Alexandria
2. The pyramids near Cairo
3. The tomb of king Mausolus at Halacarnasis
4. The Hanging Gardens of Babylon
5. The Colossus of Rhodes
6. The statue of Zeus on Mount Olympus,
7. The temple of Artemis (Diana) at Ephesus
A. The temple of Diana dominated the landscape, worship, and commercial venues in
Ephesus. The temple was 450 feet long and two hundred twenty-five feet wide with
courtyards all around.
 The temple and the courtyards around it were “sanctuary zones.”
 Criminals could find haven in the courtyards and be free from any capture or
punishment by any power.
o The courtyards were expanded on a regular basis – first to 100 yards from the
temple columns, Mithradates set them to a arrow’s flight, and Mark Anthony
extended them and walled them in, and finally, Augustus Caesar expanded
them to finally to1/4 mile, which included part of the city itself.
o The worship of Diana (Artemus) was unspeakably file. Here idol was a gross,
many breasted monstrocity, popularly believed to have falled from the
heavens (Acts 19:24)
 There were lots of bad people in Ephesus. Notorious criminals lived inside the walls
around the porches that were erected by Mark Anthony
a. The Temple held the greatest bank in the world at that time – their federal reserve.
b. The temple did great business. The temple merchants sold little Gods that people
could put on the dash board of their chariots or on the mantles in their homes.
Large money changed hands
c. The temple prided itself in its cleanliness. It was cleaned by women who were
little more than Vestal Prostitutes who also brought in significant revenue to the
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temple. The sexual degradation that took place in the name of worship at the
temple would defy imagination in any society on the earth today.
B. The city was situated and the end of the Cayster River – a spur off of the Caspian
Sea. The river flowed into a lagoon that was converted to a large harbor suitable for
large boats to bring in commercial goods and also for people to bring boat on which they
could live. Years of storms have washed silt into the harbor completely obscured the
river so that they are now grown up in weeds and reeds and are no longer passable by any
size vessel.

It was to the leaders in this city ravaged with evil that the lord said: repent, or I
will come a take away the candlestick.”
THE MESSAGE OF THE LETTER TO THE CHURCH AT EPHESIS:
I.

First, “I know your works.”
This statement was a compliment in and of itself. Their church has separated itself from
the fray so that the message of the faithfulness of the church had spread abroad. This is a
good thing.
A. Your toil (Greek ΚΟΠΟΣ, kopos). This is labor that exhausts. It describes a
commitment expressed in works that require an all-out effort, demanding that a
person gives physically, mentally and emotionally to a task.
B. Your perseverance (Επιμονή, pronounced: hupomone) This word speaks to a
courageous acceptance of hardship, suffering and loss. It does not reference a passive
acceptance of persecution or mistreatment. This is an active patience -- seems
oxymoronic. The reference suggests that, in spite of all kinds of hardships, that the
Ephesian Christians remained faithful.
C. They did not quit:
No one is beaten ‘til he quits,
No one is through ‘til he stops
No matter how hard failure hit,
No matter how often he drops,
A fellow is not down
‘Till he lies in the dust and refuses to rise.
Fate may bang him around
And batter him ‘til he is sore,
But it is never said that he’s down
When he bobs up serenely for more
A fellow is not dead ‘til he dies
Nor done ‘til he no longer tries.
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D. You refuse to tolerate evil men. This indicates that they held to a high, holy
standard of behavior and were sensitive to sin and remained committed to the Lord’s
mandate to practice church discipline. Imagine a city that harbored the vilest
criminals and filled the porches of their monumental temple with prostitutes and
encouraged, even rewarded people for participating in sinful deeds. The church was
praised for not falling into the trap of lascivious and evil behaviors and blaming them
on circumstances.
E. They put to the test those who claimed to be disciples and were not – they found
them to be false. Remember Paul’s instruction in Acts 20:28-31 to guard against
those who would come to the church looking lake shepherds who would lead the
sheep astray. Because someone talks in religions jargon does not mean that they
bring the message of Christ – of light and salvation. Some bring a message of
destruction disguised as something better.
F. They avoided the behaviors of the Nicolaitans. These deeds involved sensual
temptations leading to sexual immortality and eating the meat of animals that had
been sacrificed to idols. Nicolaitans were hedonist and the Lord complimented the
Christians at Ephesus that they had not followed in their ways and their behaviors.
You get the feeling that this is really a great church when you read this section of
scripture. It appears that they are doing all the right stuff. Yet, the Lord issues a
complaint to Ephesian Christians.
II.

VERSE 4: ‘Yet, I hold this against you: You have forsaken your first love.”
A. This lost love likely had three parts:
a. The love for God and Christ that had brought them to salvation.
b. The love for each other that had bonded them into a community of faith and
added to their strength as Christians.
c. The love for the lost that caused them to evangelize.
How easy it to lose the fervor of our “first love?”
 We find Christ as our savior – our energy is high.
 We want to tell everyone we know about the love we have for the Lord and all
that we believe our new found faith will do for us.
 We have a personal tragedy.
 A “Christian” treats us poorly or we get disappointed in people or a person.
 Church seems more “boring” than it used to be.
 And, like an old Ford, we begin to miss and shortly quit.
Dr. A.J. Gordon wrote: Ecclesiastical corpses lie all about us. The caskets in which
they repose are lines with satin and are decorated with solid silver handles and abundant
flowers. Like the other caskets, they are just large enough for the occupant with no room
for converts. The churches have died of respectability and have been embalmed in selfcomplacency. It is only by the grace of God that the church continues to live anywhere.
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III.

VERSE 5: “REMEMBER…”
A. Remember the height from which you have fallen
The Lord is admonishing the Christians to remember the desperate state in which
they were found before the message of the gospel. The depth of depravity compared
to the heights of glory represent a great gulf that grace had helped them traverse.
The Lord is telling them to remember.
B. Repent
Repentance represents a full rotation. It is a 180 degree turn. This is not just a
suggestion to “be nicer” but a command to be totally different.
C. Do the things you did at first
Love God with all your heart, soul, mind, and body.
Love each other remembering that the commandment “closely akin” to the first is that
we love our neighbor as we love ourselves. This will put the community back into
the church. (coinonea: κοινή χρήση όλων των πραγμάτων)

IV.

THE WARNING TO THE CHURCH IF THEY IGNORE THE INSTRUCTION
A. If you do not repent, I will come and remove your lampstand
B. Vs. 7b: if you obey, I will give you the right to eat from the tree of live.

SUMMARY:
1. Jesus confronted the elders or leaders of the church in love and with the goal
of restoration: (2: 4-5)
2. Encouragement preceded correction: (2:2-3 &6)
3. Christ openly and concisely stated the problem: (2: 4-5)
4. He told them how to go about securing the appropriate restoration: (2: 5)
5. Christ clearly laid out the consequences of not obeying: (2:5)
6. He gave them the promise of a great reward for obedience: (2:7)
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