
Believe in the Church
Acts 2:44-47, 

Hebrews10:23-25

Why?



Correction: The following
typo appeared in our last
bulletin: “Lunch will 
be gin at 12:15.”

—Church Bulletin Bloopers / Typos



Correction: The following
typo appeared in our last
bulletin: “Lunch will 
be gin at 12:15.”
Please correct to 
read:  “12 noon.”

—Church Bulletin Bloopers / Typos



The Seniors Group will have 
a picnic Saturday.  Each 
person is asked to bring a 
friend, a vegetable, or a 
dessert in a covered dish.

—Church Bulletin Bloopers / Typos



The last day of vacation Bible 
school will include a field trip.  
This will include a lunch of 
sandwiches, potato chips, 
cheese, crack and Kool-Aid.

—Church Bulletin Bloopers / Typos



 RECOGNIZE abuses have 
                                 happened

Q: What about all the atrocities of the church?



“Evidently some people are throwing 
you into confusion and are trying to 
pervert the gospel of Christ.”   
 (Galatians 1:7, NIV) 

1. RECOGNIZE abuses have happened



“Evidently some people are throwing 
you into confusion and are trying to 
pervert the gospel of Christ.”   
 (Galatians 1:7, NIV) 

1. RECOGNIZE abuses have happened



“But I am afraid that just as Eve was 
deceived by the serpent’s cunning, 
your minds may somehow be led 
astray from your sincere and pure 
devotion to Christ.”   
 (2 Corinthians 11:3, NIV) 

1. RECOGNIZE abuses have happened



Once Focus On 
Jesus Is Diluted, 

Anything can 
Be Rationalized.



—  RECOGNIZE abuses have happened

Q: What about all the atrocities of the church?

  RECALL the Bible’s warnings



“Watch out for false prophets.  They 
come to you in sheep’s clothing, but 
inwardly they are ferocious wolves.”   
 (Matthew 7:15-17, NIV) 

2. RECALL the Bible’s warnings



“Keep watch over yourselves and 
all the flock… I know that after I 
leave, savage wolves will come in 
among you.”   
 (Acts 20:28, NIV) 

2. RECALL the Bible’s warnings



“Even from your own number men will 
arise and distort the truth… So be on 
your guard!  Remember that for three 
years I never stopped warning each of 
you night and day with tears.”   
 (Acts 20:29-32, NIV) 

2. RECALL the Bible’s warnings



“Even from your own number men will 
arise and distort the truth… So be on 
your guard!  Remember that for three 
years I never stopped warning each of 
you night and day with tears.”   
 (Acts 20:29-32, NIV) 

2. RECALL the Bible’s warnings



“But mark this:  There will be terrible 
times in the last days.  People will be 
lovers of themselves, lovers of money, 
boastful, proud, abusive…”   
 (2 Timothy 3:1-2, NIV) 

2. RECALL the Bible’s warnings



“…unholy, without love, unforgiving, 
slanderous, without self-control, 
brutal… conceited, lovers of pleasure 
rather than lovers of God — having a 
form of godliness but denying its power.  
Have nothing to do with them.”   
 (2 Timothy 3:3-5, NIV) 

2. RECALL the Bible’s warnings
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A Distinction Must  
Be Made Between the 

Teachings of Jesus and 
The Actions of Some  

Who Claim To Be Christian



Opposition To 
These Atrocities 

Came From 
Christians!





—Samuel Sewall, Chief Justice 
Massachusetts Superior Court of Judicature 

(one of the special commissioners appointed to try the Salem witchcraft trials)





—  RECOGNIZE abuses have happened

Q: What about all the atrocities of the church?

—  RECALL the Bible’s warnings

  REVEAL the positive impact 
                           of Christians



“I tell you the truth, anyone who has 
faith in me will do what I have been 
doing.  He will do even greater 
things than these, because I am 
going to the Father.”   
 (John 14:12, NIV) 

3. REVEAL the positive impact of Christians



Christians headed the movement to 
combat HUMN RIGHTS…

•  Gladiatorial Combat
•  Infanticide

•  Slavery

•  Child Labor

—Luis Palau, God is Relevant, NY:Doubleday, p.177-178 



Christians led in RELIEF WORK…

•  First Emergency Shelters For Homeless
•  First Charitable Hospitals

•  First Home For Orphans
•  First Humanitarian Inst. For The Insane
•  First Ministries To Victims Of Crime
•  First Outreaches To Prisoners, Hospital 

        Patients And Soldiers; And The First Societies  
        For The Prevention To Cruelty Of Animals



Christians fought for the  
rights of WOMEN…

•  Infanticide Of Female Babies
•  Discontinue Practice Of Veiling

•  Assembly Partitions

•  Wages 

—A. Schmidt, How Christianity Changed the World, p.120 



Unlike Greco-Roman culture,  
Christians saw LABOR as…

•  Dignified
•  Honorable

•  A Calling

•  Deserving of a Fair Wage 

—A. Schmidt, How Christianity Changed the World, p.214 



Christians advocates for EDUCATION…
•  Most of the great colleges / universities 
      in the world began as Christian colleges

  Harvard, Yale, Princeton, Dartmouth,…

—Beisner, Answers for Atheists, Agnostics… Skeptics, p.137 



Christians advocates for EDUCATION…
•  Most of the great colleges / universities 
      in the world began as Christian colleges

  Harvard, Yale, Princeton, Dartmouth,…

•  At least 1210 languages were never 
       written until Christian Bible translators 
       learned the languages and devised 
       writing for them

—Beisner, Answers for Atheists, Agnostics… Skeptics, p.137 



Christians faith motivated and inspired 
classic works of LITERATURE…

•  Augustine, John Bunyan, 
Dostoevsky, Tolstoy, Pascal, 
Solzhenitsyn, Dickens, Milton, Defoe, 
Tennyson, J.R.R. Tolkien, C.S. Lewis, 
etc.



Christian faith inspired ART and MUSIC:

•  Great musical works by Bach, Handel, 
      Mendelssohn, Beethoven, Mozart,  
      and many others

•  Great works of art by da Vinci, 
      Michelangelo, Raphael, Rembrandt…



“All the believers were together and had 
everything in common… they gave to 
anyone as he had need… praising God 
and enjoying the favor of all the people.  
And the Lord added to their number 
daily those who were being saved.”   
 (Acts 2:44,45, NIV) 

3. REVEAL the positive impact of Christians



Their Good Deeds 
Led To Good 

Will Which Led 
To The Good News





— RECOGNIZE abuses have happened

Q: What about all the atrocities of the church?

— RECALL the Bible’s warnings

— REVEAL the positive impact  
                           of Christians

  REMEMBER Jesus’s plan 
                             for the church 



“Let us not give up meeting together, as 
some are in the habit of doing, but let 
us encourage one another — and all 
the more as you see the Day 
approaching.”   
 (Hebrews 10:25, NIV) 

4. REMEMBER Jesus’s plan for the Church
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some are in the habit of doing, but let 
us encourage one another — and all 
the more as you see the Day 
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4. REMEMBER Jesus’s plan for the Church



“By this all men will know that you are 
my disciples, if you love one another.”   
 (John 13:35, NIV) 

4. REMEMBER Jesus’s plan for the Church



“By this all men will know that you are 
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Other Resources:

• Patrick Glynn, God: The Evidence
• Nicky Gumbel, Questions of Life
• Dale Matthews, The Faith Factor

• Ravi Zacharias, Can Man Live Without God?

• Luis Palau, God is Relevant

• Alvin Schmidt, How Christianity Changed the World 
• Rodney Stark, The Rise of Christianity; The 

       Victory of Reason; For the Glory of God



Believe in the Church
Acts 2:44-47, 

Hebrews10:23-25

Why?


