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“What if Jesus didn’t exist at all?  Today 
many experts are saying exactly that.” 

    —  Foreword by James Cameron, 
 (Jacobovici and Pellegrino, The Jesus Family 

Tomb: The Discovery, the Investigation, and the 
Evidence That Could Change History) 



“By the end of the second century… the 
collection of writings destined to become 
the New Testament was first brought 
together.  By the middle of the fourth 
century the work of retrospectively 
creating the past was complete.” 

    —  Paula Fredricksen, 
 From Jesus to Christ 
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“They brought Jesus to the place called 
Golgotha (which means The Place of 
the Skull). And they crucified him.”   
 (Mark 15:22, 24, NIV) 

1. The CRUCIFIXION of Jesus



“Nero set up as the culprits and punished 
with the utmost refinement of cruelty a 
class hated for their abominations, who 
are commonly called Christians.  Christus, 
from whom their name is derived, was 
executed at the hands of the procurator 
Pontius Pilate in the reign of Tiberius.”   

 —Tacitus (c.  60-120 AD) 



“… convened the judges of the 
Sanhedrin and brought before them a 
man named James, the brother of Jesus 
who was called the Christ, and certain 
others…”     —Josephus (born 37 AD) 
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“On the first day of the week… The 
women took the spices they had 
prepared and went to the tomb…”   
 (Luke 24:1, NIV) 

2. The RESURRECTION of Jesus



“…They found the stone rolled away 
from the tomb, but when they entered, 
they did not find the body of the Lord 
Jesus…”   
 (Luke 24:2-3, NIV) 

2. The RESURRECTION of Jesus



“…Suddenly two men in clothes that 
gleamed like lightning stood beside 
them.  In their fright the women bowed 
down with their faces to the ground…”   
 (Luke 24:4-5a, NIV) 

2. The RESURRECTION of Jesus



“…But the men said to them, ‘Why do 
you look for the living among the dead?  
He is not here; he has risen!  
Remember how he told you, while he 
was still with you in Galilee…”   
 (Luke 24:5b-6, NIV) 

2. The RESURRECTION of Jesus



“We are putting forward 
a new ‘Historical Jesus.’  
The advantages fo these 
constructions, which we 
intend to change every 
thirty years or so,
are manifold…”   



“…In the first place they 
all tend to direct men’s 
devotion to something 
which does not exist, for 
each ‘Historical Jesus’ is 
unhistorical.  The 
documents say what they 
say and cannot be added 
to…”   



“…Each ‘Historical Jesus’ 
therefore has to be got 
out of them by 
suppression at one point 
and exaggeration at the 
other,…”   



“…The earliest converts 
were converted by a 
single historical fact: 
the Resurrection; 
and a single 
theological doctrine: 
the Redemption.”   
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“Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, 
said to them: ‘Rulers and elders of the 
people!  If we are being called to 
account today for an act of kindness 
shown to a cripple and are asked how 
he was healed, then know this…”   
 (Acts 4:8-9, NIV) 
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“…It is by the name of Jesus Christ of 
Nazareth, whom you crucified but whom 
God raised from the dead, that this man 
stands before you healed…”   
 (Acts 4:10, NIV) 

2. The VALIDATION of Jesus



“…When they saw the courage of Peter 
and John and realized that they were 
unschooled, ordinary men, they were 
astonished and they took note that 
these men had been with Jesus..”   
 (Acts 4:13, NIV) 

2. The VALIDATION of Jesus



“I want you to know, brothers and 
sisters, that the gospel I preached is not 
of human origin… I received it by 
revelation from Jesus Christ.”  
 (Galatians 1:11,12, NIV) 

2. The VALIDATION of Jesus



“…For you have heard of my previous 
way of life in Judaism, how intensely I 
persecuted the church of God and tried 
to destroy it…”  
 (Galatians 1:13, NIV) 

2. The VALIDATION of Jesus



“…But when God, who set me apart 
from birth and called me by his grace, 
was pleased to reveal is Son in me so 
that I might preach him among the 
Gentiles, I did not consult any human 
being…”  
 (Galatians 1:15, NIV) 
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“They only heard the report: ‘The man 
who formerly persecuted us is now 
preaching the faith he once tried to 
destroy.’  And they praised God because 
of me.”  
 (Galatians 1:23-24, NIV) 

2. The VALIDATION of Jesus



“Praise be to the God and Father of our 
Lord Jesus Christ!  In his great mercy he 
has given us new birth into a living hope 
through the resurrection of Jesus Christ 
from the dead, and into an inheritance 
that can never perish, spoil or fade — 
kept in heaven for you…”  
 (1 Peter 1:3-4, NIV) 

2. The VALIDATION of Jesus



“…Though you have not seen him, you 
love him; and even though you do not 
see him now, you believe in him and are 
filled with an inexpressive and glorious 
joy, for you are receiving the goal of your 
faith, the salvation of your souls.”  
 (1 Peter 1:8-9, NIV) 

2. The VALIDATION of Jesus



Other Resources:

• Craig A. Evans, Fabricating Jesus
• Paul Barnett, The Birth of Christianity: The First   

                                                      Twenty Years

• Ben Witherington, III, What Have They Done With 
Jesus?:  Beyond Strange Theories and History — 
Why We Can Trust The Bible
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